D-187 Circa 1870
Dorchester and Delaware Railroad Depot

Trenton Street, Cambridge

Private

The former Cambridge railroad depot, now used as a real estate office, is typical
of small-town depots on the Eastern Shore: it is, for example, almost identical to the
one in Easton. It is a simple rectangular frame structure with a hip roof with a wide
overhang supported by diagonal bracing. The center of both sides is a protruding
portion, probably the former ticket office. Three bays flank the office on each side.
One small dormer is located approximately in the center on both main facades.

It was built sometime after 1869 when the Dorchester and Delaware Railroad
bought the land. The railroad itself was completed that same year between Cambridge
and Seaford, Delaware, where it connected to a trunk line going to Wilmington and
eventually to Philadelphia. The railroad provided easy access to regional and national
markets for the seafood and farm produce of Dorchester County, and helped cause
Cambridge’s rapid economic expansion and population growth in the late-nineteenth
and early-twentieth centuries. (The Dorchester and Delaware went bankrupt in 1883,
however, it was sold to the Pennsylvania Railroad, which renamed it the Cambridge
and Seaford.)

With the decline of rail passenger service in the mid-twentieth century, the station
fell into disrepair, and even suffered the indignity of serving for a time as a bus station.
In 1975, the Hubert S. Nichols real estate firm leased the entire station and converted
it into the company’s head office. Thus, the building now serves as an excellent

example of adaptive use, putting an old neglected structure to a new practical use. The
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station has been repainted in the original colors, and railroad antiques have been

collected and placed in the office to complement the late-nineteenth century

atmosphere. The office is said to date from 1869.
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
X GOOD —RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The former Oambridge railread depet, new used as a real estate
effice, is typieal of small town depots on the Eastern Shere and is
almest identical to the one in Easton. It is a simple rectangular
structure with a hip roof that has a wide everhang. supperted by
diagonal bracing. It is a frame structure with brick below the sill
level and shingle above the brick. The center of both sides is a
protruding pertien whiek appears to be the fermer ticket office.,

Three bays flank the office on each side. One small dermer is located
approximately in the center en beth sides.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
. =S3cHISTORIC __ARCHEQLOGY-PREHISTORIC X COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ——RELIGION
00-1499 __ARCHEOQOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
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—1300- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __.OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

An exsmple of a small town railread statien that appears to have
been built in the late 19th or early 20th century when the railread
was at the heighth of its impertance as a means of transpertation.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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200-202 Trenton Street
Cambridge, Maryland FJH 7/410

This building is an example of a small railroad station of the
late Nineteenth Century and is identical to the one in Easton,Maryland.
It was built sometime after 1869 when the Dorchester and Delaware
Railroad bought the land. The railroad was completed that same year
between Cambridge and Seaford, Delaware, where it connected to a trunk
line going to Wilmington and Philadelphia. The railroad provided easy
access to regional and national markets for theseafood and farm produce
of Dorchester County, resulting in rapid economic expansion and population
growth for Cambridge in the late Nineteenth and early Twentieth centuries.
The Dorchester and Delaware went bankrupt in 1883, however, and was
sold to the Pennsylvania Railroad, which renamed it the Cambridge and
Seaford. With the decline of rail passenger service in the mid-twentieth
century the station fell into disrepair, part of it serving for a time
as the Trailways Bus Station. In 1975, Hubert S. Nichols Real Estate
leased the entire station from the Penn Central Railroad and converted
it into the company's head office. THe present building is an excellent
example of the use ofhistoric preservation in putting an old, neglected
structure to practical use. The station has been repainted in the
original colors and railroad antiques have been collected and placed
in the office to compliment the late Nineteenth century atmostphere.
The office safe issaid to date from 1869.
Sources:

Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland

Land Records.

Interview, Charles Powell , Vice President, Hubert S. Nichols

Real Estate, 200=202 Trenton Street, Cambridge, Maryland.
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200-202 Trenton Street (continued)

Sources (continued):
Scrapbtook in the possession of Charles Powell, Hubert S. Nichols

Real Estate, 200-202 Trenton Street, Cambridge, Maryland

Research by:
Terrance P. Walbert

1976
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